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The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to

carry out a specific risk assessment.

Using the Power Plane

H

Power Plane

It is important to read all of this leaflet
BEFORE you use the Power Plane

1. Plan the use of the Power Plane so that it can always be
used safely.

2. Electricity is dangerous and must always be used with
great care.

3. This power plane is designed for dressing all types of
wood.

4. The action of this power plane can cause injury or damage if it is not used in a
careful and controlled way.

5. If you have not used a power plane before, familiarise yourself with the machine
on some straightforward work before you start on the main task.

6. You must have at least the following items of personal protective equipment:
impact resistant goggles: EN166 – B or BS2092 grade 1; dust mask – a minimum
of EN149 FFP3(s) protection; ear muffs or plugs giving protection for levels up to
101 dB(A); gloves; rcd if using a 230 volt (mains) supply.

7. This power plane must not be used by minors, or by anyone under the influence
of drugs or alcohol.

8. This power plane is designed or operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with
either temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

1. Wear your protective equipment including ear defenders, dust mask and goggles.
2. Check that the blades are fitted correctly.
3. To prevent damage to your blades, check there are no nails, screws or pieces of

metal embedded in your workpiece.
4. Always hold the plane firmly in both hands.
5. Apply only moderate pressure to the machine. Any extra pressure will overload

the machine and may cause an uneven surface.
6. Keep the cable clear, do not let the machine run over it.
7. If you think the cable may be cut or damaged in any way, switch off and unplug

at the socket before inspecting it. If the cable attached to the power plane is
damaged, stop using the machine. Contact the hire company, if an extension
cable has been damaged, do not use it again.

8. Take care not to accidentally pull the plug from the socket.
9. Watch out for signs that vibration may be affecting your hands. If your fingers start

to tingle or feel numb, take a short break from using the machine. Exercise your
fingers to encourage blood circulation.

10. To help prevent vibration affecting your hands, operate the machine for shorter
periods. Keep your hands warm - wearing gloves may help do this.

11. Switch off and wait for the blades to stop completely before you put the machine
down.

12. Make sure that any ventilation slots in the power plane do not get blocked with
woodchips or sawdust.

13. Switch off and remove the plug from the socket before leaving the power plane
unattended.

14. If your equipment does not work properly do not attempt to repair it. Contact the
hire company.
Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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WORKAREA
1.Donotusethispowerplanewherethere

isadangerofexplosion.Itwillignite
fumesfrompetrol,orgascylinders.

2.Makesurethattheareaisclearandsafe
andthatno-oneisneartoyouorcould
distractyou.

3.Protectotherpeoplefromthenoiseand
frominjury.Warnotherstokeepaway,
putupwarningsignsorbarriersaround
yourworkarea.

OPERATORS
1.Thefollowingitemsofpersonal

protectiveequipment(ppe)arethe
minimumthatshouldbewornwhenever
youusethismachine.Particularjobsor
environmentsmayrequireahigherlevel
ofprotection.

2.Youmustweargoggles(EN166–Bor
BS2092grade1)whenyouareusingthis
powerplane.

3.Thispowerplaneislikelytocausenoise
levelsupto101dB(A)–wear
appropriateearmuffsorplugsgiving
hearingprotectionforthislevelasa
minimum.

4.Youwillneedtowearanappropriatedust
mask(withaminimumofEN149FFP3(s)
protection)whenyouareworkingwith
materialthatcausesdust.

5.Anybodywhoisworkingneartoyouwill
alsoneedtowearappropriatepersonal
protectiveequipment.

POWERPLANE
1.Checkyourmachine,cables,plugsand

cuttingblades.Ifanythingisfound
damaged,donotusethepowerplane–
contactthehirecompany.

2.Checkthattheplugonyourpowerplane
matchesyoursupply.Donottrytoforce
connectionsorimprovisethem.

3.Powerplaneswithacylindricalyellow
industrialplugfittedaredesignedtorun
offaspecial110vsupply.Thehire
companywillhaveprovidedaportable
transformerifyouneedtopowerthe
machinefromanormalmains230v
supply.Ifaportabletransformerhas
beensupplied,takecarenottoinjure
yourselfwhenmovingitaboutitmaybe
heavierthanyouthink.Powerplanes
designedtorundirectlyfrom230vmains
willhaveeitheranormalsquarepinplug
fitted,orablueindustrialplug.

4.Anyworkthatisnotpartofafixture
shouldbesecurelyclampedorheldina
vice.

5.Checkandremoveanynailsorscrewsin
thewoodtobeplaned.

6.Alwaysholdthepowerplanecorrectly
withtwohandswhileworking.

7.Vibrationfromusingthispowerplane
canbehazardous.Warmyourhandsup
beforeyoustartwork,andwearglovesto
keepyourhandswarmwhileyouare
working.

8.Checkonhowtheon/offswitchoperates
–beforeyouswitchthepowerplaneon,
youmustknowhowtostopit.

BLADES
1.Switchoffandremovetheplugfromthe

socketbeforemakingadjustmentsor
changingtheblades.

2.Makesureyouseatthebladescorrectly
andthattheyareintherightwayround.

3.Useonlysharpblades.Bladesthatare
bluntleavearoughsurfaceandcause
theplanetooverheat.

ELECTRICALSAFETY
Yourmachinewillonlyoperateonone
voltage:itwillbe100vor230v.110v
machineswillhaveayellowindustrialplug
fitted.230vmachineswillhaveeitheranormal
squarepinplugfitted,orablueindustrialplug.
Readtheinstructionsbelowforyourmachine.

110VOLTHEATERS(YELLOWPLUG)

1.Ifyouareusingaportabletransformer,
plugthetransformerdirectlyintothe
230voltsocket.Donotuseany230v
extensioncables.

2.Ifyouneedtouseanextensioncable,
followanyspecialinstructionsgivenby
thehirecompany.Ifthehire
companyhavenotgivenany
specialinstructions,you
shouldonlyuseasuitably
ratedheavyduty100vextensioncable,
notlongerthan50metres(160feet).You
mustonlyuseanextensioncable

betweenthetransformerandthe
machine.

3.Laytheextensioncableoutcarefully
avoidingliquids,sharpedges,doorways
orwindowswhereitmightbetrapped,
andplaceswherevehiclesmightrunover
it.Unrollitfullyoritwilloverheatand
couldcatchfire.

4.Makesurethatanyextensioncable
connectionsaredryandsafe.

230VOLTMACHINES
(SQUAREPINORBLUEPLUG)
1.Usearesidualcurrent

device(“rcd”)plugged
directlyintothe230volt
socket.Plugyourmachine
intothercd.Thiswillhelp
toprotectyouagainstelectricshockifthe
cableormachinegetdamaged.

2.Usethe“TEST”buttontocheckthateth
rcdisworkingeachtimeyouuseit.Reset
thercdaccordingtotheinstructions
suppliedwithit.

3.Ifyouneedanextension
cable,followanyspecial
instructionsgivenbythe
hirecompany.Ifthehire
companyhavenotgiven
anyspecialinstructions,
youshouldonlyuseasuitablerated
heavydutyone,notlongerthan50
metres(160feet).Plugitdirectlyintothe
rcd.

4.Layitoutcarefullyavoidingliquids,sharp
edges,doorwaysorwindowswhereit
mightbetrapped,andplaceswhere
vehiclesmightrunoverit.Unrollitfullyor
itwilloverheatandcouldcatchfire.

5.Makesurethatanyextensioncable
connectionsaredryandsafe.

BeforeStartingWork...
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