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The rules and procedures in force where people are at work may require the
person responsible for this equipment to carry out a specific risk assessment.

This leaflet is not a substitute for a properly executed risk assessment.

Using the Plasterer’s Light
(transportable light)

Hire Association Europe
2450 Regents Court
The Crescent
Birmingham Business Park
Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax: 44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email: mail@hae.org.uk
website: www.hae.org.uk

Plasterer’s Light
and similar lights

Tasklight – Contractor’s Light
Failsafe Light – Upright Light

It is important to read all of this leaflet
BEFORE you use the Plasterer’s Light

1. Plan each task and try to foresee any problems that
may occur so they can be dealt with safely.

2. Electricity is hazardous and must always be used
with great care.

3. Water and electricity make a very hazardous
combination. Do not splash water on the electrical parts and keep the equipment out of the
rain.

4. These lights are designed to provide almost shadow free illumination on walls and ceilings;
they are easily adjustable and quickly transportable.

5. The following items of personal protective equipment are a minimum:
RCD if using a 230 volt (mains) supply

6. These lights must not be installed or used by minors, or by anyone under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.

7. These lights are designed for installation and use by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either
temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.

1. Take care not to trap fingers when erecting the stands.

2. Ensure that nobody is looking into the light before switching it on – the brightness
can cause temporary blindness.

3. Do not hang or drape cables, strings or anything else over the lights.

4. Check that cables are laid out safely and are not causing a hazard.

5. If a cable appears to be cut or damaged in any way, switch off and unplug the
supply before inspecting it.

6. If the cable attached to a light is damaged, stop using the light. Contact the hire
company. If an extension cable has been damaged, do not use it again.

7. Ensure that no combustible material, such as paper or rubbish, is too close to
powerful and hot lights.

8. Switch off lights and unplug before moving them or adjusting their position. With
halogen lights allow to cool a short while before moving.

9. Switch off and unplug before leaving the transportable lights unattended.

10. Before switching off any lighting, ensure no one is going to be put in danger by
the drop in lighting levels.

11. If the lights are left in place for more than a week, then a competent person should
inspect them every week to make sure that they are safe.

12. If your equipment does not work properly, do not attempt to repair it. Contact the
hire company.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for reference at a future date
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WORKAREA
1.Donotuseelectricalequipmentwhere

thereisadangerofexplosion.Itmayignite
fumesfrompetrolorgascylinders.

2.Keepelectricalequipmentawayfromrain
andwater.

3.Ensuretheworkareaisclearandsafeand
thatno-onecancomeclosetocause
distraction.Warnotherstokeepaway;
barriersorwarningsignsmaybe
necessary.

4.Ensuretherearenocombustiblematerials
neartothelights.Somelightscanproduce
asmuchheatasa1kwelectricradiant
heater,andcancausepaperandclothto
ignite.Checkthatnoloosepaperor
rubbishcanbeblownclosetothelight.

5.Setupthelightsinanareawheretheywill
bebesafefromvehicles,people,water,
rain,stronggustsofwindandotherhazards
whichmaydamagethemorknockthem
over.Thegroundshouldbefirmandlevel.

6.Layoutthecablestoavoiddamaging
them,andsothatthecablesthemselvesdo
notformatrippinghazardindoorwaysor
walkways.

PLASTERER’SLIGHT–
TRANSPORTABLELIGHT
1.Checktheequipmentincludingcables,

plugsandsockets;checkthatthestand
supportsthelightproperly.Ifanythingis
founddamaged,donotuseit–contactthe
hirecompany.

2.Checkthattheplugsonthecablesmatch
thesupply.Donottrytoforceconnections
orimprovisethem.

3.Lightswithacylindricalyellowindustrial
plugfittedaredesignedtorunoffaspecial
110vsupply.Thehirecompanywillhave
providedaportabletransformerifthelights

arerequiredtobepoweredfromanormal
mains230vsupply.Ifaportable
transformerhasbeensupplied,takecare
nottoinjureyourselfwhenmovingitabout
–itmaybeheavierthanyouthink.

4.Equipmentdesignedtorundirectlyfrom
230vmainswillhaveeitheranormalsquare
pinplugfitted,orablueindustrialplug.

LIGHTSWITHBATTERYBACKUP
1.Thelightmaybeaportablelightthatis

chargedfromamainssupplybeforeitis
usedinaplacewherethereisnomains
supply.

2.Thelightmaybeafail-safelightthat
normallyrunsonmainssupplybutwill
automaticallyprovideupto3hoursfsafety
lightshouldthemainssupplyfail.

3.Theguidanceinthisleafletstillapplies;in
additionfollowanyverbalinstructionsfrom
thehirecompanyorlabelsattachedtothe
equipmentregardingbatteriesandcharging.

LINKLIGHTS
1.Someoftheselightunitsarefittedwith

plugs/socketsallowingthemtobeusedas
singleunits,ortobelinkedtogethertoform
achainoflights.

2.Donotoverloadtheelectricalsystemby
addingmoreunitsthanthemaximum
stated.Ifunsure–askthehirecompany.

3.Donotplugapowertoolintothelightchain
unlessyouhavespecificinstructionthat
thisispermissible.

ELECTRICALSAFETY-GENERAL
Theequipmentwillonlyoperateononevoltage:
itwillbe110vor230v.Readtheinstructions
belowforeachtype.

110VOLTLIGHTING(YELLOWPLUG)
1.Ifusingaportabletransformer,plugthe
transformerdirectlyintothe230voltsocket.
Donotuseany230vextensioncables.

2.Ifanextensioncableisrequired,followany
specialinstructionsgivenbythehire
company.Ifthehirecompanyhavenotgiven
anyspecialinstructionsonlyuseasuitably
ratedheavyduty110vextensioncable,no
longerthan50metres(160feet).Onlyusean
extensioncablebetweenthetransformerand
thelighting.

3.Laytheextensioncableoutcarefullyavoiding
liquids,sharpedges,doorwarysorwindows
whereitmightbetrapped,andplaceswhere
vehiclesmightrunoverit.Unrollitfullyorit
willoverheatandcouldcatch
fire.

4.Ensuresurethatanyextension
cableconnectionsaredryand
safe.

230VOLTLIGHTING
(SQUAREPINORBLUEPLUG)
1.Usearesidualcurrentdevise(“rcd”)plugged
directlyintothe230voltsocket.Plugthe
lightingintothercd.Thiswillhelptoprotect
againstelectricshockifthecableorlightsget
damaged.

2.Usethe“TEST”buttontocheckthatthercdis
workingeachtimeitisused.Resetthercd

accordingtotheinstructions
suppliedwithit.

3.Ifanextensioncableis
required,followanyspecial
instructionsgivenbythehirecompany.Ifthe
hirecompanyhavenotgivenanyspecial
instructions,onlyuseasuitablyratedheavy
dutyone,nolongerthan50metres(160feet).
Plugitdirectlyintothercd.

4.Layitoutcarefullyavoidingliquids,sharp
edges,doorwaysorwindowswhereitmightbe
trapped,andplaceswhere
vehiclesmightrunoverit.
Unrollitfullyoritwilloverheat
andcouldcatchfire.

5.Makesurethatany
extensioncableconnections
aredryandsafe.

CHANGINGFLUORESCENT
TUBESORHALOGENBULBS
1.Makesureyouhavethecorrectreplacement
fluorescenttubeorhalogenbulbready.
Checkwiththehirecompanyifinanydoubt.

2.Ensurethatno-onewillbeputindangerif
whenswitchingoffseverallights.Thenswitch
offandunplugthefaultylight.

3.Itmaybenecessarytowaitforhighpower
lightstocooldownbeforesafelyhandling
them.

4.Openanycoverstakingcarenottoloseany
fixingscrewsorclips.

5.Donottouchreplacementhalogenbulbs
withbarefingers–thiswillshortenthebulb’s
life;usecleanclothortissuepaper.

6.Whenthetubeorbulbhasbeenchanged,
replaceallcoversandguardsproperly,and
secureanyscrewsorclips.

7.Donotlookintothelightasitispluggedin
andswitchedon–powerfullightscandazzle.

BeforeStartingWork...

Hire Association Europe 
2450 Regents Court
The Crescent
Birmingham Business Park
Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone:    44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax:               44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email:            mail@hae.org.uk
website:         www.hae.org.uk

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.

Hire Association Europe 
2450 Regents Court
The Crescent
Birmingham Business Park
Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone:    44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax:               44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email:           mail@hae.org.uk
website:        www.hae.org.uk

Any unauthorised reproduction – manually or  electronically – is STRICTLYprohibited

©Copyright Hire Association Europe April 2011

   
  

 
  

  

    
           electronically – is STRICTLYprohibited

©     

 
        

    It will ignite fumes
f    

       
      

       
   Ensure proper

v    
 

        
      

      
       
    Put up a warning sign

t   

      
   The hot sparks could start a

f

    
    

     
     Particular jobs or

e     
 

      
       

     
      

     
      

    
       

 

      
  

        
      
    
  Avoid wearing rubber or nylon
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   The action of the welding
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  Do not use anything found
d  Contact the hire company.
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Useful Reference Points• www.hae.org.uk/businessguard

  




